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Thoughts on Middle School

STEP BACK AND OBSERVE

Use 6th grade as a time to observe.  Step back.  Watch to see where your child succeeds and 

where your child needs help.

In elementary school, parents help a lot!  That’s ok because often teachers assign projects 

without explaining how a child should execute the project.  The parents have to teach that 

and the parents are not trained as teachers.  So often the parents do the project for the child 

or do too much of the project for the child.

By middle school, it is time to step back and see what the child can do.  

By the way, middle school grades don’t count.  If your child fails, they will move them on to 

the next grade.  They will even move them on to high school.  Failing doesn’t hold a student 

back until they are in high school.  However, not learning the material will hamper them for 

years.

LEARN ABOUT THE AVAILABLE  RESOURCES 

If your child is struggling in middle school, meet with the counselor to find out what help the 

school has available.  There are often after school, homework help classes.  Teachers will 

sometimes meet with students during lunch, before school or after school.  What resources 

are available?

Have your child use those resources before you step in and help?  Your child needs to begin to 

figure out how to get help outside of his/her parents.




